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E~TABLISHING CORRECT AGE OF CHILD 

Before a chil d is issued an empl oyment c ertif~cate it is 
necessary that the correct birth- date of the child be established . 
This is the most important means of keeping children from entering 
employment before they have attained the lefal age . 

In establishing a child ' s correct birth- date the following 
types of evidences of age are acce~t~ble in North Carolina : birth 
certificate , baptisnal record , insurance ~olicy , bible record , phy­
sicians ' certificate , school record and parent ' s affidavit . The birth 
certificate is recognized as the best and most reliable evidence . This 
type is preferred , although the following study (Table 4) of 2036 em­
ployment certificates issued to children during 1933 reveals that the 
predo~inating type of evidence accepted was the bible record . 

~fhile only a few certificates were issued in 1933 on evidence 
of the birth certificate , the certificating officers througtout the 
State have been requested to use this type of evidence in the future 
to establish a child ' s age . Arrangements have been made with the 
Bu!'ee.u of Vital Statistics to furnish these officers vith the correct 
birtL- da tcs of all cr.ildren applying for \iOr.t;:-certifica tes . 

The evidence of age accepted is of vital i~portance in child 
labor lau enforcanqlt,for unless the correct ae;u is established cr,ildren 
under the legal age uill undoubtedly be ::permitted to go to \7ork . 

T,\BLE 4 

EVIDENCE CF /,GE , .CCEPTEO 

REGJLI.R CERT IF I C . • TES 
YE.'·R 15133 

TYPE Cf' EV I OENCE !lUMBER 

TOT/IL 20.36 

BIRTH CERT IFI CATE ... , 

BAPTISirAI.. CeRTIFICATE 5 

BIBI..E RECORD ;.NO IN$UR/INC£. POLICY 1040 

PHYS ieiAN'!.l CERTIF ICATE 18 

$Ct+JOI.. i1£GOOO ,,5 

P~ENT'~ AFFiu~V IT )I~ 

EV I OENCE NOT REPORTED -
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Table / 4 pres en ted above shows a study of tr.e types of 
evidences of age acceptbd for the issuance of 2036 regular employm~nt 
certificates for 14 an1 15 year oln children during 1933 . 


